[Analysis]

There are many different ways environmental information is conveyed to larger, public audiences. While these media often provide information that is easily understandable to the lay person, there are still some downsides to gathering information in these spaces due to political and financial agendas, accuracy of information and credible sources.

For this assignment, you will choose a text that is used to contribute to environmental discourse and analyze it. The analysis asks you to review how artifact is used, what rhetorical strategies are involved and how effectively it conveys information. In other words, you are not reviewing the topic, but how well the text works in sharing information.

Some examples of texts you may want to examine:

· A book or article 
· Company environmental policy

· Environmental press release
· The EPA YouTube video
· An environmentalist’s Twitter feed (Bill McKibben, Steve Offutt)

· A documentary (An Inconvenient Truth, Gasland)
· A podcast (check the iTunes “Green Room”)
Your traditional essay should include:

· Introduction: contextualize the text (why it may or may not be important to environmental discourse, preview your opinion of its effectiveness)

· Summary: explain what the text is about and it includes


· Critical Discussion: you may choose to assess how your text does some of the following:
· Purpose: What possible purposes do you think your text may serve? Are there primary and secondary purposes for the text? Why is this communication important? Why is it needed? What will users do with this information?

· Audience: Who will be reading, listening to, or using this material? What special characteristics do they have? Which discourse community or communities do they belong to? What are their background and attitude toward the subject?

· Situation: In what settings will this text be used? Will audience be multi-tasking or distracted? Is the audience likely to be resistant?

· Word Choice/Voice/Tone : What level of technical language is being used? Does your document present a specific tone? Is the tone formal, informal, angry, sarcastic, humorous, untroubled, etc., or represent a combination of tones? Would you describe the language use as employing ethos, pathos, and/or logos?

· Examples: What kind of evidence is included in your text? Would you describe the choice of examples as employing ethos, pathos, and/or logos?

Remember to support your arguments with evidence. 

The Specifics:

· 2 pages, single-spaced – this means that you have to cover a lot of information, but you also must be concise. 
· Due Dates: 
· Peer Review – Monday, September 21

· Final – Monday, September 28
 
As always, please let me know if you have any questions.

